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THE PUBLISHERS NOTE

For the first time the hook Sangitasara-samgraha is
brought to light. We are indebted to Sri Haridasa
Dis, a profound Sanskrit scholar, for supplving us the
MS. of the book. The hook has been critically edited
by Swami Prajfidninanda, an authority on Indian music
and an author of a number of research works. He has
added the fontnotes and a learned Introduction which
we helieve, will he useful to the musicologists, artists
and lovers of music.



BOOKS ON MUSIC

By SWAMI PRAJNANANANDA

SANGIT O SAMSKRITI

A History of Indian Music
(VOL. 'I, THE VEDIC AGE)

Containing 17 illuminating chapters and threc appendices,
many rare plates of Ragas and Musical Instruments and
Mudras, detailed Bibliography, a chart of contents and index.
Demy size, pages 45+376. Rs. 10/-,
DR. SUNII'I KUMAR CHATTER]I savs :
‘“* * 1 have been verv much impressed by the wide extent of your
reading of the history of music in various countries, * * you have
presented the whole thing in a most readable form. Your book is
quite a successful one, T should say, because, althoueh the subject is
highly technical, your way of presenting it makes it attractive and
easv of understanding.”” The 19lh lug. 1953)
DR. S. DATTA, Registiar, Calcutta University, <ays: ““* * The
book appears to be the result of sour untiring <earch for truth from
the sources themsclhves and their masterly exposition. Please allow
me to congratulate vou on the successful production of an authoritative
book in support of India’s claims for proving the fountain-licad of
Music and particularly the songs, to the world.” (The 10th Nov 1953).

SANGIT O SAMSKRITI

A History of Indian Music

(VOL. 1I, THE CLASSICAL AGK)
It contains a systematic historical evolution of Music, Musical
Instruments, Dances and Drama of the Classical Age from 600
B.C. to the 7th Century A.D. with numerous Plates, Charts,
Contents, Index and a Bibliography. Demy size, pages more
than 500. Rs. 10/-.

RAGA O RUPA

Dealing with the theory and practice of Classical Music with
many rare pates of Rigas and Raginis, line drawings of 9
Rigas by Dr. Nandalal Bose of Visvabharati, Royal size,
page 63+104. Rs. 8/-.

THE NATION (Sundav, July 3, 1949) <ays :

“* * In this learned discourse on the history and nature of Indian
classical music the learned anthor has approached the problem with
the throughness of a scientist, truthfulness of a historian and the
ardour and warmth of an grtist. * * * The hook, we are sure, will
prove to he of immence value to advanced students of Indian music.”

DHRUPADMALA

The Classical Dhrupad songs with correct notations. Royal size,
Rs. 1/12/-.
To be had of

RAMAKRISHNA VEDANTA MATH
19B, RAJA RAJKRISHNA STREET, CAL.-6.
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INTRODUCTION

Sangitasara-samgraha is one of the standard works in
Sanskrit on North-Indian music. The name of the
book indicates ‘a collection of extracts of music’. The
manuscript of this book was not available so long and
so it was not possible to publish it. The work was
compiled in the early eighteenth century A.p. by Sri
Narahari Chakravarty or Ghanasyamadisa of Bengal.
He was a contemporary to Sri Radhamohan Thikura
who compiled the book Padamrita-samudra or ‘the
ocean of the nectar of Padavali’.

"It may be mentioned here that there are already
three works by the name of Sangitasara-samgraha :
(1) Sangitasara-samgraha written or compiled by King
Jagajjvotirmallam of Nepal in 1617-1633 A.p. (Nepal
Era 799); (2) Telegu .Sangitasara-samgrahamu by
Tiru-venkata Kavi, and (3) Sangitasara-samgraha
compiled by Sir S. M. Tagore and published in Bengali
in 1884 by Banga-sangita-sabha, Calcutta. But the
Sangitasara-samgraha by Sri Narahari Chakravarty
or Ghanadyamadaisa is quite a new and different treatise
dealing with pita, vadya, nritta, ndatya, chchanda, etc.

I am grateful and indebted to Sri Haridasa Das,
an cminent Sanskrit scholar and Vaisnava devotee for
supplving me the manuscript which he collected from
Jajigrama in Nadia District, West Bengal. Every
credil is due to him and him alone and none else for
this valuable book on music sceing the light of dayv. An
author himself and a publisher of many Sanskrit and
Bengali books he first wished to publish the manuscript



2 SANGITASARA-SAMGRAHA

of this Sangitasara-samgraha in Bengali character.
Buj later on he very kindly entrusted me with the MS.
for editing and publisl ing it in Nagri character so that
the world at large may ve benefited by the invaluable
book written by a Vaisnava smvant. The size of the
manuscript is 12”7 x4” and it contains 32 leaves and
(4 pages. The MS. begins with the lines :

SIFONT AH: |
sitmfyed sorrgY rag-gagad
|@RTIET T5ASE aFaIREng |

and ends with the lines :
MNIAFNATIRT T4 79 FIFFHA |
afrueaEaea fawd oftfawaa |
gfa agiqarEag: aam: | Agsma aw: | stgarasag
qAA: | THETT QR Ul

The book was not certainly written in the Sakivda
1725 1.e. 1803 A.p., as the author Ghanadvimadisa’s
advent was in the early cighteenth century a.n. Most
probably the lines :

Rger1a ad: | MFEETFZIT T || TFET 9 ||
were added by the transcriber who copicd the original
MS. of Sangitasara-samgraha nearly hundred vears
after Sri Ghanasyamadasa. Another copied manuscript
(size 9" x 4") of the Sangitasara-samghaha was supplied
to me from the Path-biadi Library, Panihati near
Calcutta. Tts title was erroneously written as **Natya-
$astrah’’ and unfortunately the MS. was incomplete and
many of the readings were incorrect. The Path-Badi
Pothi contains only 5 chapters upto Bhasadi-nirupanam.
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So I took the help of Sri Narahari Chakravarty'’s
Blaktiratnakara' in which only 820 slokas i.e. slokas
2480-3300 of 5th chapter (panchama tarariga) have heen
devoted to the theory or grammar of music I also con-
sulted the following books: (1) Gitachandrodaya by
Ghanadyamadasa (the eigth part of which contains the
theory of music and it is still in the form of manuscript);
(2) The music portion of Anandavrnddi.ana-campn by
8ri Kavi-Karnapura ; (3) The music portion of Go:nda-
Lilamrita by Sri Krisnadasa Kavirdj ; (4) Pandit-
Subhankara’s Sangita-Damodara (copied MS. supplied
by Sri Suresh Chandra Chakravarty, Sangit-Sastri of
Calcutta) ; Subhankara’s flastamuktaval (published by
the Music Academy, Madras) ; Vachaspatyabhidhana,
Sabda-Kalpadruma, Chchandamanjari and other books,
so as to find out the correct readings of the text of
Sangitasara-samgraha as far as possible.

Narahari Chakravarty, says Dr. Sukumar Sen in
lus A History of Brajabuli Laitevature (1934), was the
most prolific of the Vaisnava lyric poets. He used either
of the names Narahariddsa and Ghanadyamadasa, in the
bhamta of his poems without any distinction. He,
therefore, mav be mentioned as Naraharidasa (i) or
Ghanadyimadiasa (ii). Dr. Sen also mentions that a
poem of Sri Ridhamohona Thakura (1699 A.c.—L777
1.c.) has been quoted by Narahari Chakravarty in his
Giitachandrodaya, which is the same as Padakalpataru
-(68) and it is therefore apparent that Radhimohana
was, at the latest, an older contemporary of Narahari

Chakravarty.

! This hook was first published from Rahrampur, Murédidiavad and
then from Goudiya Math, Caleutta with Rengali translation in 1940



4 SANGITASARA-SAMGRAHA

It is said that sometimes Naraharidasa was engaged
as a cook in the temple of Sri Radhagovindaji at Vrin-
divan and so he was then known as Rasui Narahari
amongst the Vaisnava community. Naraharidasa gave
the following account of himself at the end of his book
Bhaktiratnakara :

fas qfisg ffa e=n g AR
qafata TFTER AT qaAA |
frggay Swad a9 fasaa
atc fasg faar AT fas soeTy |
a1 srifa f6 ¥ g@ AT gg A
AERFE N 1E Ta I |

‘T feel ashamed to narrate an account of my own-
self. My original home was on the bank of the Ganges
and it was known to all.  Visvaniath Chakrayarty was
famous evervwhere, and his disciple and pupil was my
father Jagannath (Chakravarty), a Bralmin. I do not
know why I was given two names, Narahariddsa and
Ganasyamadasa.”’

Narahari’s original home was at Saiyadivad on
the east bank of the Ganges. It was included within the
boundary of the Radadesa in West Bengal. He wrote
many authentic books and composed hundreds of padas.
His earlier books were Srinivas-charitra, Bhalt:-
ratnakara and Narottama-vilasa. Besides these he
compiled the woluminous hooks like (roura-charitra-
chintamoni, Gitachandrodava, Chchanda-samudra,.and
Paddhati-pradipa. Chchanda-samudra was a master-
piece of Sri Narahari, but as the complete MS. has not
been traced yet, it is not possible to publish it.
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Naraharidasa was a devout student of classical
music. He learned all kinds of music and specially the
Dhrupada-Prabandha-giana from the noted Hindu and
Muhammedan Ustads of Delhi, Mathura and Vrindavan
of that time. Like Narottama Thakur, Narahari also
tried to develop and reconstruct the Vaisnava Padagina
or Padavali Kirtana in the form of classical Dhrupada
music. Thakur Narottama had already introduced the
vilainpat Garanhati Kirtana in Dhrupada style in the
Khetari Mahotsava. This was afterwards replaced by *
Manoharasahi, Rencti and Mandarini types of Kirtana
which can be compared to Kheyal, Tappa and Thumri
types of classical music. Narahari mastered all the
authentic Sanskrit musical treatises then available for
theoretical and historical knowledge of Indian music.
He knew fully well that the theury of music was not
the prime factor yet it was essential for the correct
practice and presentation of it.

He however cultured the sacred traditional music
of India, which helped him to revive the taste for
genuine and $astric type of classical music specially
among the Vaisnava musicians of Bengal.

Now what is the sacred traditional music of India ?
It is true that Sri Chaitanya (1458—1533 A.Dp.) intro-
duced the Nama-Kirtana which was developed in a new
way by Thakur Narottama. Sri Narottaiuu introduced
Rasa or Lila-Kirtana with the application of pure type
of Alapa, Raga, Tala, etc. He created a new sensation
for music among the people of Bengal. It is said
that he learned Dhrupads from the Saint-musicians
like Swami Haridisa or Haridisa Goswami and
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Raghunithdisa Coswami, the direct disciple of Sri
Swarupa-Damodara. From Chaitanya-charitamritd of
Krisnadasa Kavirdj we know that Swarupa-Damodara
was a personal attachee to Sri Chaitanya, a profound
Sanskrit scholar, and a great musician of his time. It
is said that he mastered both the vocal music and
Mridanga. Krisnadasa Kavirdj learned music first
from Swarupa-Damodara and Ramananda Riya and
then from Raghunathdasa Goswami. When Narottama
‘reached Vrindavan togethcr with Srinivasa-Acharva
and Syamananda (Krisnadasa [1) Krisnadasa Kavirgj
was too old. It is said that Krisnadasa Kavirdj died in
1582 A.p. at Vrindavan when he heard that the Vaisnava
manuscripts (together with that ot C haitanya-charit-
amrita) were looted by the men of Veer Hambir of
Vana-Bisnupur. These manuscripts were sent with
Narottama, Srinivasa and Syamananda f{roth Vrinda-
van to Bengal, in 1681-1582 A.p.  When Narottama
and others left Vrindavan with the manusecripts
Krisnadasa Goswami was alive and it is said that he
was then 806 ycars old. Swami Haridasa Goswimi was
then at Vrindavan, being the head of his newly created
Haridasi-Sampradaya. Being the head of his religious
institution he was known as ‘Swami’ (lord) and
‘Goswami’, which was the common title of all the
venerated Vaisnavas of Vrindavan and Mathura. From
the authentic records of the Mohantanama Pothi and
Grows’ History of Mathura (an Archaeological Report)
we know that Swami Haridasa was born at Haridaspur
in Multan District at about 1513 A.p. and died in
1608 A.p. And so when Krisnadisa Kaviraj (who was
born in 1496 A.p.) died in 1572 A.p., Swimi Haridasa
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Goswimi was nearly 6Y years old.? And it was quite
posé.iblc for Narottama to take lessons in Dhrupad music
from Swami Haridasa.

The Seni style of Dhrupad, however, evolved from
Mian Tanasen and his worthy descendants. ‘Tanasen’s
music teacher was Swimi Haridasa of Vrindavan. It
is said that Swami Haridasa learned Dhrupad from
Vaisnava-saint, once HSwimi Krispa-dutta.  Some Say
that Swami Haridasa’s music-teacher was the renowned
Vaisnava savant Krisnadasa Kaviray, and not Swami
Krisna-dutta.  Now who was this Krisna-dutta., e
find the meation of the name of a Krisna-dutta and uot
Swami  Krisna-dutta in Harindravana Dev’s book
.Sal'z_s}il-f\’&rd_\'al_zu which was composed m Orissa 1n the
last quarter of the ISth century A.p. The name was
mentioned in connection with the Raga Devakriya
(Devagir ?). It 1s said that Krisna-dutta was a noted
musicologist and he composed some authoritative books
on music.

Dr. Raghavan also mentioned about h:  1in his
learned article Tater Sangat ITaterature (vide The
Journal of the Music Academy, Madras, vol. iv., 1032,
p. 74). In his article Dr. Raghavan said: Of tlns
writer (Krisna-dutta) nothing clse is known except that
he is quoted as a writer ou music in Nauardyvana's
Sangita-Naravana. The name of his work is not
known. On p. 30 of Sa.igita-Narayana he is quoted to
have said that the Rava Deiai ‘va was also called
Suddha-1"asanta : \

‘FqAT Pgag-a g1 geog:’ |

*There is a urcat controversy as rewards the date and name of
Swami Hariddsa. They will be discnssed in my  fortheoming book :
‘Paddvali Kirlager 1l sa@’ (Benei) or “\ History of Padavali Kirtana”’,
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Now again we come across the name of Krisnadasa
who was quoted by the author of Gitaprakasa (15th-
16th century A.D.), an authoritative book produced in
Orissa. This Krisnadasa was no other than Krispadisa
Kaviraj of Chaitanya-charitamrita and he was contem-
porary to Ramananda Raya, Rupa Goswami, Sanatana
Goswami, Jiva Goswami and others. Both Nabhaji and
Laldasji mentioned of him in their Bhaktamalas thus :

FENZTT AT § ST T |
* * * *
wsd ) faafua ger-a-ae |
& famfa ey sigamifag

Krisnadasa Kaviraj’s Govinda-Lilamrita also proves
that he was a noted musician and a poet. Krisna-
dutta who was quoted in Harinarayana Deva’s Saingita-
Nardayana was quite a different person from Krisnadasa
quoted in Gitaprakasa. Krisnadasa was a composer of
many songs and many of his songs were quoted in the
‘Prabandhadhyaya’ of Gitaprakasa. It is interesting to
note that one of his songs was in the Mallara-Raga
ending with the words :

> FOTFFI-goNgrafaeTat nsqfigEza” |

Dr. Raghavan said that Krisnadiasa (1496-1582 A.p.)
was a contemporary of Sri Chaitanyva (1458-1533 A.D.).
Again we find the name Raminanda Kavi-Riya men-
tioned in Kavi Narayana’s Sangita-sarani in connection
with a Ksudragita-prabandha in Gundakari-Raga,
which was known as ‘Chitrapada’. The author of
Sangita-sarani quoted the passage from Gitaprakasa :

‘FZTELT qAT NagHY TUeHRTNT
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etc. That Chitrapada song was composed by Raya
Riamananda and it ended with the following lines :

Ty TFNNERE UATARERUT-SRTay’ |

Rudra Gajapati or Prataparudra Gajapati (1504-1532
A.D.) was a devoted disciple of Sri Chaitanya. Rama-
nanda Raya was a court-poet of Pratiparudra Deva.
He was also a disciple of Chaitanya Deva.

Hari Narayana Deva also quoted many passages
from Gitaprakasa and it can be assumed that he knew
fully well the name of Krisnadasa quoted by the author
of Gitaprarasa. But in the early 18th century he men-
tioned Krisna-dutta as an authority on music in his
Sangita-Narayana and so it is probable that Krisna-
dutta was a later miusicologist than Krisndasa. We also
find in Sangita-Narayana that Krisna-dutta was con-
temporary to Vichaspati, Harinayaka Suri and Poet
Purushottam Misra or Premadaisa or Premananda-dasa
who were the authors and poets of the period 17th-18th
century A.D.

It was a common practice with the then Sadhu
communities, both Dasanami and Vaisnava to learn
classical music for devotional songs. There wcre
different Akhdas, Mathas and Ashramas of different
religious sects all over India where devotional songs
played an essential part of spiritual Sadhana. During
the time of Sri Chaitanva (15th-16th century A.p.' and
onward there was a spirit of amity among the Hindus
and the Muhammedans. People of both the commu-
nities cultured music from teachers or Ustads of both
the sects.

2
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From the history of Indian music we know that
’music was also prevalent in the pre-historic India with
its triad forms, nritta, gita and vadya. lIts genuine
evidences are found in the archaeological findings of the
Mohenjo-daro, Channu-daro and Harappua.

In the Vedic time music was in the form of
Samagana. Different Vedic notes (yama) like pra-
thama, duvitiya, tritiva, chaturtha, mandra, atisarya and
krusta were added to the Rik stanzas. The ganas were
practised with the help of different meters like gavatr,
anustubha, etc., registers (sthana) like mandra, madva
and tara, different instruments like Vind, Venu aud
drums. The devoted wives of the Brahmins often
played the Pichchora Vina and danced to the tune of
Simagana. The music evolved even to the heptatonic
form in the Vedic time. But its forms were different
with different clans and communities” due to their
adaptation of different number of notes and divergent
ways of presentation. The Puspasiitra, the Pratisikhya
of the Sima Veda, and the Naradi-siksa clearly men-
tioned these various forms and modes which prove that
music of the Vedic time was practised in pentatonic,
hexatonic and heptatonic forms. And though Matanga
(5th-Tth century A.D.) said that music with four notes
was not of the classical Mirga type: ‘qg&@&Tq qu
vet it was cultured with three and four notes during
the time of Bharata (2nd century aA.p.). Bharata men-
tioned in his Natyasastra that music with four notes
could be practised according to the usage of the
country :

(qgRARTANSH Ml s |
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Kallinith (1446-1465 A.p.) said in his commentary
(1.7.4-7) that though Bharata admitted the use of four
notes in Dhruva-ganas, yet this type of Ginas was con-
sidered as an inferior one :

‘APECEARRG  AQAAEI TR |
freautat gqwmwg awsafafiasaty) gesar |

As regards the different number of notes to be used
in different Vedic recensions (Sakia), the Puspasiitra
says

eantdeg nrafe @t man grE-gaE |
qEaT g mafa yfassifq @aig g
amif 92g Tenfa aag § g Hrgan )
FAAAFRA A SRS ¥ )

In the Vedic time the Simaganas were exclusively
sung during the sacred performances of the sacrifices
and rites. In the post-Vedic period i.e. in the Epic
age they were sung in different sacred functions. In
classical period Gindharyva music was constructed out
of the Vedic music. Bharata said that the music
consisting of svara, tala and pada was created out of
Vinas and different musical instruments like tata,
ghana, susira and datodhva. This kind of music was
favourite to the gods and pleasing to the Gandharvas,
the semi-divine beings :

IY aElgd NE AT |
megafify avded ETarsaay ||
srepifirg Yamat qu sfifaswt g |
Teaaint 5 FEArfy qEng RS I
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To make these lines explicit Bharata said :
MPYd JAAT ST STATRIRIHEA |
3 6 WGy EWLRIgAIAE ||
qafsarasd waed T
fragrenfasgw aagd ffad &mq o
e AT fwRE a5
qa1eT gy frag ae 3 e
99 a1 TONYE S AT |
STFAfTET 9% g FANT T |

Nirada also explained the word Gandharva as

follows :

Afa ¥ fag: s e s |
afy ar ded megaw AR Il

The commentator Bhatta-Sobhikara said regarding
this sloka :

N-TRA T BEAR, T-HR §-F0 AVHR TATLH |
AT ERIFFEATC FATGARA SRR T- BN AT @A

From this explanation we know that the music
Gandharva was always a composite body of svara, tila
and pada.

Now, what are the svara, tila and pada® Bharata
said regarding them :

e fafad forama ERaTETETETE |
* * % *
@ A A TP AR |

T G 7 TS 7 |

T 0¥ YTEERPY STaT: |

¥ * * ¥
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Areay faemar fetes s3as: |
TEaTaTe: afrara: aftas: awgs: |
avn fagratgean afa: gwwr qum |
Mamtsgaar st T aqoa: |
sfans g fafeensma ga:
FEfa & ot graasy fawea: |

* * * *

g gaifa seay At qgacas: |
aegTEET U ¥ et ¥ fadiaa o

— TZAE UUIR-<

That is, the materials of siara, tala and pada with
which the Gandharva was constructed were :

1. Svara . . Svara, $ruti, grama, miirchchana,
shtana, sadharana, eighteen
jatis, four varnas, alamkara,
dhiatu and gita.

2. Tala .. Avapa, niskrama, viksepa, prave-
§aka, $amya, tala, sannipita,
parivarta, vastu, matra, vidari,
yati, prakarana, padabhaga, etc.
twenty in number.

3. Pada .. Svara and vyanjan: varna,
sandhi, bibhakti, dkhvata, upa-
sirga, nipaia, taddhita, chchan-
da, vritta, jati, etc.?

! These have been fully dealt m my hook Sangita-O-Saiiskrifr (A
History of Indian Music), Vol II
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Bharata explained these music materials in differ-
ent chapters of his Natyasastra and especially in the
Chapts. 28-32. The Gandharva (gana) was prevalent
and praictised, as 1s generally estimated, probably from
600 B.c. to 2nd-3rd century A.n. From the writings of
Srangdev (early 13th century) and the commentator
Kallinath (1446-1465 A.p.) we know that the Gandharva
was known as the Marga :

M AT | o % SAIREEIEiTENA  awaae
Igaa ety gfd wafa v
(Vide Sangita-Ratnakara, TV. Pravandha-Adhyiya).
The Marga music was sacred and holy. Moreover
Kallinath said that the range of music from the

Jatiraga to the Antarabhasd-riga was known as the
Giandharva :

TR NSO 95 ag  Twa-
e

Simmhabhiipala also mentioned :
s snfa-srmamty @y |

In the great epics like Ramavana, Mahabharata
and Harivamsa we find the practice of seven kinds of
pure (Suddha) Jatis or Jatiriga-ginas. Lava and Kusa
were known as the wandering Bards who sang the
Miarga music (marga-vidhana-sampada) in praise of
Sri Rimachandra (prasasavsuh prasastavyau). The
tunes or melodies of the Jatiragas were pleasing to all
who heard them :

ggaEamfn awifa ggnfa =)
sAesage a9 ® @ Il
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The Muni Valmiki said (IV. 4. 8-36) :
wifafa. anfuds aeheaaafaan |l
W FFREFEGEAZAAINS: |
stuff @ FsaagaEan |
dl g MEEER - GEAHIALY |
wradt eqeEqaAt meqatfaasfat i
* * * *
SYIRig;: SOEsat MmaarAy gHiedt

The kavya or pathya i.c. geva-padas which were sung
with the <cven notes (sadja, risabha, etc.), threc
registers (mandra, madhya and tara), mirchchanas,
tanas and rasas and bhavas (aesthetic sentiments and
moods) breathed absolutely the air and atmosphere of
celestial fervour and eternal peace.

The periods from 3rd to 7Tth century A.D. were
an cpoch making one, because during this period the
Gandharya music was gradually replaced by the forma-
lized national and regional tunes. Matanga w s a great
exponent of this period. The experiencea musico-
logists (vageevakaras) formalized many cf the abori-
ginal and local folk tunes with the help of ten sastric
characteristics (dasa laksana) and incorporated them
under the head of classical Rigas. Thev were possessed
of pleasing propensities like that of the Gandharva or
Mairga music :

7, awawERe e sgonfaang |
fromfag M’ agan sseEs il

Some of the Deéi-Rigas are Botta, Thakka,
Milava, Triveni, Gurjari, Kamboja, Abhiri, Daksi-
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natya, Andhri, Gandhari, Kilindi, Pulindi or Pulin-
dika Paurali, Sauviri (Sraveri?), Dravidi etc. Besides
fhem some of the foreign tunes also got into the family
of Indian Ragas and they were Saka and Saka-misrita,
the national tune of the Scythians. ParSadeva and
Srangdev mentioned many other Des$i-Rigas like
Bangali, Nisadini, Tumbura Gaudi, Pallavi-vibhasa,
Saka-valita, Saka-tila, Pallavi, Behari, Todi, Turuska-
Todi, Turuska-gauda, etc. As regards the Desaja-
bhasa-Ragas Matanga said in his Brihaddes: :

(%) Fqvmery fegmay qwd qTEsSaS |
@) arufgsr g and dgre Ma 74 |
(1) TET g JEAT EeqEt SHOETAT |
) * % SR gHifaar |

WRd » »  fered Janean geEgwifaar i
® =+ » GOl F @ DOSEEIAT |
(F) qITRAST @ 9 A JganEr |
(F) ATHR » « a3q qFqar |
() =» = gifigon=ar aARET |

frn¥d @ 'w Fraon InEERET |
(®) sFTBIOESAT aFgE! Fsawfiof
(=) mifaefasd @ o Ymear gaAEa |

In fact all the Bhasa and Vibhasa Ragas were
known as Dedi and named after the countries or
aboriginal tribes. Matanga said :

AT FHT S WY FGAAT: TIAT: |
91 a91 SgEia @& ar g faafdar o
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After Matanga ParSadev of Sangitasamayasara
(about 9th-11th century A.p.), Narada of Makaranda,
Srangdev of Ratnakara enriched the treasure of Indian
music. During Srangdev’s time Northern India was
under Mohammedan rule, and so architecture, sculp-
ture, paintings and music of Northern India were
influenced by the Arabs and Persians. E. B. Havell
rightly said that the Islam’s first footing in India, i.e.
Northern India was from the seventh to the eleventh
centuries. About 710 A.p. one Khalif Walid, under
Muhammad ibn Kiasim who was only seventeen years
old, invedel Sind, killed the Brahman king Dahir, and
conquered the whole of the Indus Valley from the delta
of the'river upto Multan. We get also ample evidences
from the Annals of Rajasthan about the invasions and
attacks of the Arabs and Turks under Sultan Mahmud
and those of the Moghuls under Babar and his successors
in Northern India. From the eleventh to the twelfth
centuries A.D. the administration of Mahmud of Ghazni
and Muhammad Ghuri, brought about a great social
and cultural change in India. In the socalled Pathan
and Tuko-Afghan periods Alauddin Khiliji (1296-1315
A.D.) brought a great change in the domain of Hindu
India, and it was he who first conceived the conquest
of the Hindu states of the Deccan which still then
maintained their independence and culture.

Amir Khusrau was the court-poet of Sultan
Alauddin. He appreciated Indian music greatly in his
Persian book Nuh Sipir. He said : ‘‘Indian music is
superior to the music of any other country, and it
charms not only men but beasts also.”” He however
brought about changes in Indian music through the
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mixture of Persian types with the help of the Sultan.
Srangdev was then an inhabitant of Deogiri or Dewvagiri
, (modern Daulatabad) in the first half of the 13th
century A.D. In his time there was no Mohammedan
invasion in Deccan, and it was Sultin Alauddin Khiliji
who invaded the Deccan for the first time at the
beginning of the fourteenth century A.n. But it 1s also
a fact that the major part of Northern India had fallen
into the hands of the Muslim imvaders of India at that
time. The Khiliji-dvnasty afforded opportunities for
more cultural developments and contacts, and intro-
duced sonie of the Asiatic Rigas like Saka, Turuska-
Todi and Turuska-Gauda as found in the treatises of
the eleventh to fourteenth century aA.p.  Otherwise
Sangit-samayasara and Sangit-Ratnakara advocated
fully the Ragas of the Hindu India, though Moham-
medan Era had dawned carlier on the horizon of India.
A considerable change in the svstém and classi-
fication of Ragas was worked out in the 16th century
A.D. during the time of Pandit Ramimatya (1550 A.1.)
of Vijayanagara. This change was brought about due
to the conflict of ideals and opinions of different musico-
logists and artists. I.ike Ramamatva Pundarika-

Vitthala also brought ahout some changes in the field
of music. He mentioned in his Sadragachandrodava :

‘Freafea TguT Frdaradied T s |

Pandit Somanath (1609 A.p.) composed his Raga-
vivodha to reconcile the conflict between the practice
and the science of music :

Tty fagd faQadas sea-seom: 1”
However, change is inevitable in everything in this
world. The old order changeth yielding place to new.
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The system of Bharata was amended during the time
of Srangdev, and the system introduced by Srangdev
was modified by Ramamatya, Pundarika, Lochana,
Ahobala, Hridayanarayvana, Srinivasa, Purandaradasa
and others.

In the 156th-16th century A.p., there grew up some
distinctive features both in the systems of North and
South Indian musice, and though Purandaradasa (1484
A.D.) was born in the border region (in the city of
Purandaragada I8 miles away from Poona) of the two
systems, and tried to fuse them together after having
acquired complete mastery over both systems yet they
g¢radually became separated from cach other. In the
17th century A.p. Venkatamukhin created a new era in
the history of South Indian mwusic by introducing his
seventv-two Melakartiis or scales. But it is interesting
to note that out of his seventy-two Melakartas, nineteen
only survived during his life-time. Those nineteen
Melakartis were: Mukhari Samavarali, Bhupila,
Hijjujji, Vasanta, Bhairavi, Gaula, Ahiri, Sri Kamboji
Sankaribharana, Samanta, Desika or Desiki, Nata,
Suddha-varali, Pantuvarali, Suddha-Ramakeiva, Sing-
harava, and Kalyani. But still he was in favour of
his 72 Melakartas, and he believed in the possibility of
future creation of many new Riagas and bringing them
under the category of his 72 Melakartias. In fact, Ven-
katamukhin belicved in infinite possibilitics of evolu-
tion of new modes or Rigas. He differed no doubt
from Pandit Somanath. Pundarika and Ramamatya
regarding the shuddha mela, displaced notes and forms
of Rigas in many respects, but vet his system got full
appreciation from the Vaggevakaras of the South.
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The seventy-two Melakartas were afterwards
scientifically divided into two groups, suddha-madhya-
>ma and prati-madhyama, each containing thirty-six
Melakartas. Again there came a considerable change
in the South-Indian system during the times of Tyaga-
raja, Syamasastri, Svati Tirunel and others.

Iike the Karnatic music, there came a change in
the domain of North Indian music in the early nine-
teenth century. Even in the seventeenth-eighteenth
century North Indian classical Ragas preserved their
old traditional forms and scales (thatas). But with
the advent of Mahammed Rezza (1812 A.p.) of Patna
and Maharija Pratap Singh (1779-1804 A.p.) of Jaipur
there came a radical change in the current system of
North Indian music. Their compilations Nagmat-e-
Asaphi and Radhagovinda-Sangitasara brought about
a new system which is prevailing even to the present
times. Nothing remains unchanged amidst the change
of the world,-the old ones are always replaced by the
new. So the present system which has been designed
by the taste and temperament of the present society
should be warmly welcomed and appreciated.

It has already been said that the present system
of North Indian classical music has traditionally been
handed down to the mediaeval period through the
medium of Swami Haridasa Goswami and his talented
disciples both Hindu and Mohammedan during the
reign of Emperors Akbar and Jahangeer from the 16th
to the beginning of the 17th centuryv. Gopal Nayaka,
Baiju Baori, Amir Khusrau (during the reign of
Alauddhin Khiliji) and R3ja Man of Gwalior were the
upholders of Indian traditional music befn;g' the advent
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of Swami Haridasa Goswami. Gwalior, Bundi,
Javnpur, Delhi, Agra, Mathura, Vrindavan, Vijaya-
nagar and greater Bengal were the chief seats of culture
of classical music.  Narahari-Chakravarty alias
Ghanasyamadasa got his inspiration of classical and
Sastric music from Thakur Narottama of Khetari.
Narottama derived divine impetus in music from Sri
Chaitanya. Swarupa-Damodara, Krisnadasa Kaviraj,
Swami Ilaridasa Goswami, Raya Ramananda, Kavi
Karnapur and Raghunathdasa-Goswami (disciple of
Swarupa-Damodara). Bengal at that time produced
hundreds of scholar-musicologists and saint-musicians
who enriched the treasure of the culture of India.
The history of Bengal reveals that from the times
of the Gupta, Pila and Sena rulers down to the twentieth
century Bengal had produced works like Natha-
gitika (8th-9th century) by Goraksanath, Chouran-
giniath, Minanath, and the Charyapadas (950-1200
\.D.) by Savari-pa, Kinu-pi, Hadi-pa, Lui-pa and
others, Dohakosa (1100-1150 A.p.) by Saraha, Gita-
govinda (12th century A.p.) by Kavi Jayadeva, Krisna-
kirtana by Chandidasa (14th-15th century A.D.), etc.
Sangita-Damodara and Hastamuktaval: (16th-17th
century), Ragatarangini and Raga-sangita-samgraha
by Kavi Lochana Pandit (middle of the 17th century),
Gitaprakasa (first half of 16th century), Sasngita-sara-
samgraha and Sangitabhaskara by Raja Jagajjyoti-
mallam of Nepal (1617-1633 A.p.), Sangita-Narayana
(1800 A.p.) by King Nairayana Deva, Sangitasarani
(1800 A.p.) byPoet Naravana, Sangita-kamoda, Sangita-
kaumudi, etc. are also the products of Greater Bengal.
From Riiparama’s Dharmamangala and Kalhana’s
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Rajatarangini we know that classical dances were prac-
tised by the Natis and Devadasis (dancing girls) and
they were exhibited in the temples of Bengal. It is
said that the rules of angaharas and hastamudras
(hand-poses) that were applied to those dances were no
other than those prescribed in Bharata's Natyasastra.
Dvarbhanga, Mithila, Gauda, Kamarupa and Kalinga
or Orissa were the chief seats of classical music and
dances. Nepal, Kashmir, Gandhara had received the
inspiration of music, musical instruments and dances
of Bengal through Gauda and Magadha. The music
materials of Bengal also travelled to Khasgarh, Bhutan,
Kuchi, Khotan through Nepal and Kashmir with the
merchants, Indian travellers and Buddhist religious
teachers. Narahari Chakravarty or Ghanasyamadasa
fully imbibed the spirit of this cultural Bengal.

The book Sangitasara-samgraha is divided into six
chapters and they are : (1) Gita-prakarana, (2) Vadya-
prakarana, (3) Nritya-natva-prakarana, (4) Ingika-
bhinaya-prakarana, (5) Bhasadi-prakarana and (6)
Chchanda-prakarana. Being a devout Vaisnava Nara-
hari made his ovation to Sri Krisna saving that by
the grace of Him he would describe his ‘collection of
the extract of music’. For the compilation of the book
he took the help of the following hooks :

1. Gitaprakasa (Orissa).

2. Sangitasara by Harinaravana.

3. v Pangamasara-samhita by one Nirada.

4. Sangita-Damodara by Pandit Subhankara.
5. Sangita-Parijata by Pandit Ahobala.

6. Sangita-Kaumudi (author unknown).
7. 'The book on music by Harinivaka Suri.
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8. Natyadarpana by Riamachandra Suri.
9. Sangita-Ratnamala by Mammatacharya.
10. Sangita-Muktavali.

11. Chchandaratnakara.

12. Chchandakaustubha.

13. Bantbhusana.

14. Sarasvatikanthabharana by King Bhoja.
15. Trittaratnakara.

16.  Pingalasiitra by Pingalicharva.

17. Natyasastra bv Muni Bharata.

18, Chchandamanjar: by Gangadasa.

Now, lct us survey the contents of Sangitasara-
samgraha :
CHAPTEK 1
Sri Narahari Chakravarty said :
Tfa-Fifga-gamat 54 aglag=m’ |

Sangita 1s the combination of ocal and instru-
mental music together with dancine  He quoted the
definition of sangita from Ahobala’s Sangita-:’arijata
and from Sangita-Siromani. He divided sangita into
mdrga and desi and said by quoting Harinarayana that
the marga type was prevalent in the svargaloka. By
desi he did not mean the folk or regional tvpe of music,
but the classical type having ten characteristics (dasa-
laksmana) like awmsa, graha, etc., varna. dhdtu,
alamkara and tana. Srangdev also mentioned about 13
laksmanas adding two more characteristics samnydsa
and vinvasa. Narahari said that the basic principle of
musical sound is ndada. Nida or subliminial causal
sound is the product of akasa or ether. He quoted
Afijaneya and Kohala in this connection and said that
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the causal sound was divided into anahata and .tihata
(unmanifested and manifested). The ahata or mani-
fested is the cause of musical sound (svara). The nada
is the source of $ruti or seminotes or microtones
miarchchana, tala, grama and all other materials of
music. He admitted twenty-two microtones (Sruti)
and they originated from the wires of the Vinis :

‘pTgRIEagE AN Sfiar’ |

He followed the ancient authors and said that all
the notes begun from final microtones and their res-
pective numbers were 4, 3, 2, 4, 4, 3, 2. The svaras-
thanas or accurate bases of seven notes were on the
microtones 4, 7, 9, 13, 17, 20, 22. But the svarasthanas
of the modern system of music are on the microtones
1, 5, 8, 10, 14, 18, 21. Bharata, as has been said,
determined the number of microtones of the seven notes
by the help of the two same sized Vinas, Chala and
Achala or Chala and Druva and he said that the
svarasthanas of the notes were on 4, 7, 9, 13, 17, 20
and 22. From this we get the value of the suddha thata
or standard scale. This ancient method was followed
by Dattila, Matanga, Kohala, Yistika, Paréadeva,
'Srangdev, Narada of Makaranda, and others. This
ancient system devised by Bharata was prevalent upto
17th-18th century. But the FEastern and Western
writers and interpreters committed a mistake by placing
the svarasthanas on the microtones 1, 5, 8, 10, 14, 18,
21. Rightly it has been said by N. S. Rimachandran
in his The Ragas of Karnatic Music (Madras, 1938) :
“* * and this clearly shows the mistake committed by
a host of writers including Sir William Jones, Ousley,
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Paterson, Stafford, Willard, French, Carl Engel, S. M.
Tagore, Grosset, Day, etc. when they defined S to R
as four dérutis, R to G as three érutis and so om.
Mr. Fox-Strangways also accepts this wrong alloca-
tion of the srutis in the face of the texts and practice
and is therefore led into a series of errors.”” Ksetra
Mohun Goswami of Calcutta also adopted the incorrect
method of svarasthana following the writings of the
Waestern (Vide his Sangitasara, 2nd ed.,
pp. 3-4).

The Sruti-arrangements and the svarasthanas of

writers

both ancien: and modern svstems are :

3

Srutis Ancient Modern

1. Tiwra + Sa (4)

2. Kumudvati (Kakali—XN1)

3. Manda o (Komala —Ri)
4. Chchandovati - Sa (4)

5. Davavati .. . . + Ri (3)

6. Rajani ..

7. Ratika - Ri (3) (Kor: la —Ga)
8. Raudri Ga (v)

9. Krodha . Ga (2

10. Vajrika .. e - Ma 4)

11. Prasarini .. ' (Antara-Ga)

12. Priti ol Tibra—Ma
13. Marjani + ..t Ma (4)

14. Ksiti f Pa (4)

15. Rakti '

16. Sandipani .- | . (Komala—Dh)
17. Alipani + .1 Pa (4

18. Madanti . '+ Dha (3)

19. Rohini e

20. Ramya + .. | Dha (3) (Komala—Ni)
21. Ugra . o + Ni (2)
22, Ksobhini + .. INi {(2) ;
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In Bharata’s time (2nd century A.D.) the meru
$ruti was Ksobhini and the note was Ni. The first four
$rutis Tivra, Kumudvati, Manda and Chchandovati
constituted the stuff of Sadja and the svarasthana of
Sadja was placed on Chchandovati. In modern system
of late origin the Vinkiras and instrumentalists placed
the note Sadja on Tivri, the first Sruti, and so the
ancient svarasthanas have undergone a change from
Sadja to Risabha, Risabha to Gandhira, Gandhara to
Madhyama and so on, but the ancient intervals between
the notes 4, 3, 2, 4, 4, 3, 2 have remained the same.
Again in Bharata’s time (in Natyasastra) there were
only two flat or chromatic (vikrita) notes, and they were
Antara-Gandhira and Kikali-Nisada. Out of the four
Srutis of Madhyama when Gandhara takes two S$rutis,
Vajrika and Prasarini it is called the Antara-Gandhira,
and similarly out of four $rutis of Sadja when Nisada
takes two $rutis Tivra and Kumudvati, it 1s called the
Kakali-Nisada. But in the modern syvstem of North-
Indian music flat or chromatic notes are five in number
and they are placed in between the notes Sa and Ri, Ri
and Ga, Ma and Pa, Pa and Dha, and Dha and Ni.

However, from the history of Indian music we
find that seven Suddha notes were used in the ganas
of pre-Christian era. In the beginning of Christian
era only the two notes Gandhira (Antara-gindhira) and
Nisada (Kakali-nisada) were recognized as the dis-
placed or flat notes (komala svara). But in the 13th cen-
tury A.D. Srangdev mentioned 12 displaced notes with 7
placed or Suddha=(19) notes (vide Sangita-Ratnakara,
I. 3. 39-46). Again during the times of Pandit Rima-
matya (1550 A.p.) and Pandit Somanith (1609 A.p.) 7
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displaced together with 7 placed (=14) suddha notes
were-used in the systems of Indian music. But in Ven-
katamukhi’s Chaturdandiprakasika (1620 A.D.) we find
only 12 notes in all i.e. 5 displaced (kowmala) and 7
placed (Suddha) notes. Venkatamukhin said :

e g fragy frgaa sigoaTa
sdaFa q7: aanglisfea
GINIAGATRN SEAATRIIAIRE: ||
& o T fygar gfa fagfrad wan |
atm o @O qrafiafy=a sagaay |l

Narahari described tadi, samvadi, anwvadi and
vivadr notes ;

QA Y-gFifE-framggamafivar ga: @oEglia: N |

As regards the ancient scale he said that only
sadja and madhyama were practised in the human
society and the gandhara-grama was in the devaloka.
But in truth, during the time of Narahari Chai.ravarty
(early 18th century) madhyama-grama was also obso-
lete. Narahari defined the three gramas and gave their
different arrangements of notes. Regarding miirchhanda
he said :

‘@ d@yfeay o3 et sfara |

That is, the Ragas are determined by the
miurchchanas. He also described the respective
miurchchanas of the threc gramas.

As regards the sophisticated Desi Ragas he said
that the number of Rigas are thirty-six. He used the
terms Raga and Ragini. There is no doubt that the
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male and female principles of the Rigas were evolved
before him. He said that the six principal Ragas and
thirty Raginis are :
1. Bhairava.—Bhairavi, Kaiéiki, Bibhasa, Bela-
vali and Bangali.
2. Vasanta.—Andolita, Desakhya, Lota, Pratha-
ma-manjari and Mallari.
3. Mailavakausika.—Gouri, Gundakiri, Baradi,
Ksamavati, Karnati.
4. Sri.—Gandhari, Devagandhari, Malavadri,
Asavari and Ramakiri.
Megha.—Lalita, Malasi, Gouri, Nati and
Devakiri.
6. Natanariyana.—Taramani, Suddhabhiri,
Kamodi, Gurjari and Kakubha.

(7

The Raga is a prime factor or a vital principle in
Indian music. It forms the background of music. A
Raga 1s an active conscious principle that tinges the
surface and at the same time depth of the mind.

It is constituted out of the collection or succession
of notes and it attracts, pleases and soothes the mind
of all living animals. Psyche or mind is the resersoir
of impression of all kind of sensations, knowledge and
conceptions. When an object comes in contact with
the psyche or mind through the gates of senses, it goes
at once to tne innermost part of the mind in the form
of an impression (samskara). The intellect or buddhi
then intensifies, i.e. enlightens or animates this impres-
sion and it is then translated into a sensation of the
object. Then and then only the mind is conscious of
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the intrinsic value and nature of the object and this
psycho-physical process is known as the knowledge of
the object.

The Raga is also a psycho-material principle. It
contains in it a kihd of grace and swecetness (lavanya
and madhurya). They may be called the beauty of the
Raga. As soon as we come in contact with grace and
sweetness of the Riga, they go at once to the core of
the mind in a composite body in the form of impres-
sions. The mind accepts those impressions with the
help of its conscious aspect intellect or buddhi. Then
the grace .nd sweetness i.e. beauty of the Raga are
translated into a pleasant and soothing sensation and
become an aesthetic feeling par excellence.

Sri Narahari described also the eighteen kinds of
Jatis that formed the Riagas in the Natyasastra. Jatis
are the causal or parent Ragas and from them all the
Gramaragas, Bhasarigas, and sophisticated Desi-
Ragas were evolved : ‘Jatisambhiitatvdt gramaragant’.

In Bhaktiratnakara (4th chapt.) he desciibed the
threec Jatis of the Ragas and they are heptatonic
(sampiirna), hexatonic (sadva) and pentatouic (audia).
Not only that, he said that the production or demons-
tration of three kinds of Rigas produces three kinds of
results. ‘The heptatonic Raigas are: Sri, Nata,
Karnata, Gupta-Vasanta, Suddha-Bhairava, Bangala,
Soma, Amra-Panchama, Kamoda, Megha, Dravida-
Gauda, Variti, Gurjari, Todi, MAilavasree, Saindhavi,
Devakri, Ramakri, Prathama-Manjari, Nata, Velavali,
Gauri, etc. Again Ghanta, Nattanaravana, Sankara-
bharana are also the leptatonic Ragas. Kohala said
that by the practice of heptatonic Ragas one achieves
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a long life, reputation, religion, health, wealth and

Blessedness :

st FnAdfgarer-amfa 7
Tenfagfgasat: Quaday rad i

Narahari said that the Riagas with six notes were
called hexatonic and they are : Gauda, Karnita-Gauda,
Deéi, Dhannisikia, Kolahala, Vallali, Desa, Savari,
Khambavati, Harsapuri, Mallari, Humchika, etc.
These are also admitted by Harinarayana. Harinara-
yana added some more hexatonic Ragas in his
Sangitasara and thev are: Srikantha, Bhauli, Tira,
Salaga, Gauda, Suddhibhiri, Madhukari, Chchaya,
Nilotpala. By the practice of these Ragas one acliteves
prowess, beauty, grace and reputation.

The Ragas with five notes are known as the penta-
tonic ones (auduwva), and they are: Madhvamadi,
Mallara, Desapila, Malava, Hindola, Bhairava, Naga-
dhvani, Gondakiri, Lalita, Chchiya, Todi, Velaiali,
Pratapapuirvikia, Saindhavi, etc. Harinarivna also
mentjoned the names of Turuska-Gauda, Gindhira,
Pulinda and Megharanjaka as the pentatonic Raigas.
Kohala said that by the practice of the pentatonic Ragas
one becomes free from the attack of all kinds of discase,
enemy and fear.

Harinayaka Suri said that by the combination of
all these Ragas of different notes many other Rigas
may be evolved. Some of the sweet ones among them
are known as samkirna :

a7 Sy agfiut: s gl |
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These samkirna Ragas are (1) Pauravi which was
created out of the mixture of Desa and Mallari;
(2) Kalyani which evolved from the combination of
Barati, Nata and Karnata; (8) Sarasiga which was
created out of the Rigas Todi and Dhannasi; (4) Gauri
which evolved from Sri and Gauda; (5) Natamallarika
which came out of the combination of Nata and Mallara ;
(6) Ballavi which was constructed out of Desa and
Savari (Sraveri?); (7) Karnatika which evolved from
Karnata and Bhairava; (8) Sukhavari was created out
of Saindhavi and Todi; (9) Asavari which came out of
the combination of Mallara, Saindhavi and Todi;
(10) Ramakeli (or Ramakiri) which evolved from Gur-
jari and Desi.

The Vedic ganas were also sung and applied to
both abhyudayika and abhicharika purposes. In classi-
cal period we find in Kavi Kalidasa’s Meghadita the
lines :

IqEd 1 wfgwaas @ty fafica ot
aprts frdfeasd Naggmgsm™ |
asfiogt agwafed: et sdfa—
F 3" qu: egafugat ggat e |

The commentator Mallinath said :

“¥ ghg @iay | wfeaaad | % x @Eg A Ao
fafira | ww M amgfag’ afivawmg sy’ aa
agqr | » » Ffaaifr agife ae qadde NG g ST |
+ » J[AFRTT MATRT MIFNAY: | AGHH— 9T HA-
TRAATATAY g} TAfed AEL | g AERANA G
xR gfr e »1”
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We find that some of the miirchchanas were used
for abhicharika purposes. In Matanga’s Brihaddes:
(5th-7th century A.D.) and Srangdev’s Sanigita-Ratna-
kara (early 13th century) many of the hexatonic and
pentatonic Ragas are described, but they did not men-
tion any definite application of them. Narada of
Sangita-Makaranda (7th-11th century ?) said that the
heptatonic Ragas were practised for acquiring long
life, reputation, religious life, sharp intellect, prospe-
rity and happiness. The hexatonic ones for the pur-
pose of achieving beauty and grace, cure of diseases,
escape from fear and despair. The pentatonic ones are
sung for overcoming poverty and diseases, for getting
rescue from calamities etc. (Vide Sangita-Makaranda,
Chapt. III). Narada IT said :

ATIHAT QIS S |
Trmfig fgaear quiamm: seiaR ||
- T9-BE0A TG qETA |
YTgAA WTTasd @egoi aAfgd AT Ul
sfeanlt gawEn wamsfaaa |
sqifagifigasat faeaag@i=a ||
FASEY () T AFe fqadga |
site¥a smasd mrammRaaSatfo (|

As regards definite time for demonstration of dif-
ferent Ragas Narahari said that the notes of the Ragas
are so arranged as to fit the temper and temperament
of the different moments of twentv-four hours, and the
violation of this natural law brings disorder and dis-
harmony in the minds of the artists and listencrs. But
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there'are some cxceptions to this. In chorus music
(gana-sangita), order of the king and theatrical stage
strict observance of the time is not required. Other-
wise any Raga can be exhibited when necessary after
the demonstration of the Raga Gurjari :

aRAgE M FITUEE ¥ 9|

Aofg= Famnat gAY T eI |
A ¥ Ffag mafa T fadma: |
g Iud Aet N gef w24

The Riagas Vasanta, Ramakeli (or Ramakiri) and
Gurjari can be demonstrated all the time, there is no
restriction of time regarding them :

‘gt TrRfed TR0 gty ¥, gafma Ma 1 |

Again there is relaxation after ten Jandas at night
when any kind of Rigas can be practised :

‘TRROEI 9 Y FEat mafEy |

Sri Narahari then quoted the Ragas and Raginis ad-
vocated by Pachamasara-samhité by one Nirada,
Sangitamala(?) by Mammaticharya, Sangita-Kaumudi
and even the Rigas described in some of the South
Indian treatises. The author of Sangita-Kaumudi
cnumerated eight principal Rigas. Narahari next
described the ganas, nibaddha and ambaddna. Ksudra-
gitis were also mentioned in connection with the
Prabandha-Ganas. The Prabandhas were constructed
out of four dhatus (parts or vastus), six angas (limbs),
padas, talas, varnas, svaras, pata and viruda, aksara
(letter), etc. He also described the four forms of



34 SANGITASARA-SAMGRAHA

dhruvaka, mantha, prati-mantha, nis '‘aruka, vasaka
and others. :

In the Gita chapter Sri Narahari added the termi-
nologies relating to talas (talarnga-paribhasa). There
he described the talas like adi, rasa, yati, suddha, adda,
triputa, rivpaka, jhampaka, manthaka, etc.' He gave
detailed descriptions of different talas from the $lokas
257 to 294. He dealt with the Ksudragita which were
divided into four : chitrapada, chitrakala, druvapada
and panchali. They have been fullv described from
the $lokas 301 to 303. Narahari mentioned that accord-
ing to Harinavaka panchali was divided into sadhruva
and adhruva. Again the gitis were divided into divya
and manusi. Kohala in his Kauhileya divided the
gitis into three heads, sama, ardhasama and t1sama.
Then Narahari dealt with the problem of lava (p. 45),
yati (p. 45), gamaka and their varicties {pp. 46-47),
gitadosa (p. 48), gayaka-laksana (p. 4Y9), gavaka-dosa
(p. 50) and vaggeyakara-laksana (p. 51).

(HAPTER II

The second chapter begins with vadya or drum-
ming. Sri Narahari said like Bharata of Natyalastra :

qa asid T’ g’ gRE auT
IAAAGATAE T qAr@AE FqAY 1|

As regards varietics of Vini he quoted Pandit
Subhankara’s Sangita-Damodara (16th-17th century

'It should be mentioned n this conncction that Narahar wrote
a valuable chapter on tdla m his Gitochandradava 1t 16 interesting to
to note that we have been able to collect the MS. and hope to publish 1t
soon after proper editing —FEditor
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A.D.) and said they were Alavani, Brahma, Kinnari,
Laghu-kinnari, Vipanchi, Vallaki, Jestha, Chitra,
Ghosavati, Jayi, Hastika, Kubjika, Kiarma, Sarangi,
Parivadini, Trisari, Satatantri, Nakula, Karmsari,
Audumvari, Piniaki, Nibandha, Puskala, Gada,
Riavanahasta, Rudra and Svaramandala, Kapilasa,
Madhusyandi, Ghona, etc. Then he described the
method of construction of the Vinas (p. 53-54). As
regards the anaddha he mentioned Mardala, Muraja,
Dhakka, Pataha, Angava, Panava, Kundali, Damaru,
IHudukka, Maddu, Dindima, Upanga, Dardura, etc.
He said Maradala is a lost percussion instrument
among all the anaddhas. He described the sizes and
method of construction of the drums (pp. 54-57). He
mentioned about the susira instrument in detail (pp. 57-
5Y), merits and demerits of the flutes (pp. 60-61). Then
he described the (ihana-vantra (pp. 61-62).

CHAPTER III

The third chapter begins with dance and lIrama.
Narahari admitted in this chapter that before Muni
Bharata, Brahmi or Bralimabharata wrote a Natya-
veda (Brahmabharatam) and the former followed the
laws and principles of the later. Narahari described
the significance of natva, nrityva and nnitta (pp. 63-64).
Nritya is divided into marga and desi and 1s of twelve
kinds (vide pp. 65-66). He described the tandava and
lasya. Lasva is again divided into sphurita and
vauvata (p. 67). Nritta is of three kinds, tvisama,
vikata and laghu (p. 87). Then Narahari described
different types of dances like Kastha, Jikadi, Savara,
Karanji and Mattavali.



36 SANGITASARA-SAMGRAHA
CHAPTER 1V

Phe fourth chapter begins with the angika-abhinaya.
As the plays are exhibited with gestures and postures
of the limbs of the body, it is called the angika-abhi-
naya. Narahari said that he defined the angas,
upangas, and pratvangas as was done before Srangdev.
He quoted also Sangita-Damodara in which Subharnkara
described the angas etc. in a different way. He quoted
from Damodara dhiitam, vidhiitam, kampitam, akam-
pitam, nikunchitam, paravrittam, utksiptam, adho-
mukham, and lolitam. Then he mentioned the feats of
the head (Sira), shoulder (amsa) and thigh (iru), side
of the body (parsa) and the hand-poses (hastamudra)
according to Abhinayadarpana by Nandikeévara and
Natyasastra by Bharata. He dealt with pataka, tn-
pataka, ardhapataka, kartarimukha, aralamusti,
sikhara, kapittha, khatakamukha, sukatunda, kangula,
padmakosa, pallava, siichimukha, sarpasira, wmriga-
Sirsaka, hamsa, hamsapaksa, bhramara, mukula,
urnandabha, sandansa, tamrachuda. He said that the
asamyuta-hasta are twentv-four in number.

Then he described the applications of the hands
i.e. hand-poses (hasta-prayoga) (pp. 77-82), the tricks
of the waist (kati), sama, anchita, kunchuta, etc. (p. 83),
and postures of the legs (pp. 82-83). He also men-
tioned vahu, manibandha, udara, dru, janghd, janu,
etc. (pp. 83 85). Regarding the upangas Narahari
described dristi, sthayi-dristi, snigdha, hrista, ding,
kruddha, dipta, bhayanvita, jugupsita, vismita, kanta,
hasya, karuna, raudri, vira, adbhwta, bhayanaka,
bibhatsa, malina, glana, etc. pp. 85-90).



INTRODUCTION 37

CHAPTER V

The fifth chapter begins with the language of the
music, dance and drama. The language or bhasa is
mainly divided into heads, Prakrit and Sanskrit. After
quoting Sangita-Damodara he said that the Prakrit is
the local and regional language, whereas the chaste and
rectified divine language is Sanskrit. As for example :

yg: fagm@, a=: T, a@0 SHE, S O
T+ qui, fargd {gd, Anifom Agfew, e gud, s
Bt |

Diflerent readings of some of them are found in
the Sangita-Damodara. The examples of different local
or folk languages may be found in pp. 92-96. The
deSi-bhasas are called the apabhramsa-bhasa.

CHAPTER VI

The sixth chapter deals with different kinds of meters.
Narahari Chakravarty was an authority in the art and
science of meters. He wrote a voluminous book
Chchanda-samgraha, the complete manuscript of which
is not vet available. Sri Haridis Das, to whom I
remain indebted for supplying me the valuable Mss.
of Sangitasira-samgraha and the music chapter of
(sitochandrodaya has collected the major part of
Chchanda-samigraha and said that :he domain of Sans-
krit literature will be enriched when this monumental
manuscript will see the light of the day.

In the sixth chchanda’prakasa-prakarana Narahari
first made his obeisance to Sri Krisna and said that the
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meter is mainly divided into two, common and Vedic
r—laukika and vaidika. He said that without meters
kavyas are meaningless and dry.

Narahari first analysed the words guru and laghu
(pp. 97-98). He quoted many of the authentic books
like Vanibhusana, Sarasvati-kanthabharana, Vritta-
ratnakara, Pingalasiutra, Sangita-Parijata, Sangita-
sara, etc. in his support. He said that according to
Bhamaha words pertaining to Devas and benediction
are known as the lipivarna. He described also the
nature of matra-vritta, vritta-jati, pada-laksmana, vati,
pada-vichcheda, sama and visama, varna-prachara and
varna-vritta-bheda, etc.

Narahari dealt with matra-prastava (pp. 105-106),
samadivrittam (p. 107), vritta with one letter (p. 107),
vritta with two letters (p. 107), mudhyd with three
letters (p. 107), pratistha with four letters (p. 108),
supratistha with five letters (p. 108), gavatri with six
letters (p. 108), usnik with seven letters (p. 109),
anustup with eight letters (p. 109), vrihati with nine
letters (p. 110), pankti with ten letters (p. 110), tristup
with eleven letters (p. 111), jagati with twelve letters
(p. 113), ati-jagati with thirteen letters (p. 114),
sakkari with fourteen letters (p. 115), ati-sakkari with
fifteen letters (p. 115), asti with sixteen letters (p. 116),
atyast: with seventeen letters (p. 117), dhriti with
eighteen letters (p. 117), atidhriti with nineteen letters
(p. 117), akriti with twenty letters (p. 118) and prakriti
with twenty-one letters (pp. 119-120). He mentioned
also thirteen dandakas (pp. 120-121) and the nature of
prose writing (gadyam).
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Now, what is the standard scale or Suddha mela
or thita of Sangitasara-samgraha? It has already been
said that this book on music was wrritten in the early
eighteenth century A.D. This book was perhaps
written after his Bhaktiratnakara, in which some of the
portion of the fourth chapter has been dedicated to the
theory of music. In the 16th-17th century Subhankara
wrote his Sangita-Damodara and Hastamuktavali.® In
the middle of the 17th century Kavi Lochana Pandit
wrote Raga-Tarangini, and in 1667 A.p. Hridayanara-
vana Dev compiled Ilridayakautuka and Hridaya-
prakasa. Narahari Chakravarty alias Ghanasyamdasa
quoted many discussions from Sangita-Damodara,
Sangita-Parijata, and other books. But it is mysterious
that he did not quote anything from lLwochanas or
Harinarayana’s books. The Suddha-thata of Lochana
was perhaps the kaphi of the present system of North-
Indian music. The $uddha-gandhara and suddha-
nisada of Iochana are similar to komal gandhira and
komala nisada. The suddha-thata of Lochana .. as also
similar to Suddha-thata Mukhar: of Vidyaranva, Rama-
matya and other authors of the 16th-17th century.
But the Mukhari of Lochana is quite different Riga
from the Mukhari of the early South Indian standard
scale (Suddha thata). However we are sure that Nara-
hari Chakravarty followed the system of Riaga and their
forms as delineated in the Sangita-Damodara, Sangita-

' As regards the date of the books Sangita-Dadmodara and Hasta-
muktdvalf by Pandit Subhankara there hes a controversv. The scholars
are generally inclined to ascribe 1t between the middle of the 13th
century and the middle of the 17th century A.n. But T think it will be
wise to fix the date between the 16th and 17th centuries A D, for many
Teasons
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Parijata and Riga-Tarangini. Hridayanarayana Dev
followed Pandit Lochana. Thercfore it will be wise to-
determine the forms of the Ragas mentioned in Nara-
hari’s Sangitasara-samgraha by the standard scale and
tonal forms as described in Damodara, Tarangini and
Hridaya-kautuka of the 17-18th century A.p. It 1s
also a fact that the Raga Bhairavi as mentioned by
Narahari is similar to that described by Lochana
Pandit and Hridayanaravana Dev. As for example,
Pandit Lochana said :

TS HEU T TIFUAGT: FIFQ: |
A qIgAETRO WA FrER AT ||

That is, the seven notes of Bhairava are suddha. Dur-
ing Lochana’s time (about 1750 1.p.) Bhairavi was
presented with the notes displaced or komala dhaivata
in some of -the South Indian schools. But Pandit
Lochana said it was incorrect :

‘@Y g W dad wws frg, agen

Sri Narahari mentioned the name of Megha Raga.
Pandit Lochana said that in Megha (Thata-Raga) the
notes dhaivata, nisada and madhyama were suddha and
tivra gandhara. In fact all the tonal forms of the
Rigas and Raginis depicted in Sangitasara-samgraha
should be determined by the Kaphi Thata of the modern
North Indian classical system, because it was the
standard scale or $uddha thata or mela in Narahari's
time in the early eighteenth century.

In conclusion, I beg to inform that this valuable
book Sangitasara-samgraha is being printed and pub-
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lished now for the first time. Gentle readers will
understand that in a first printing and publication of
this kind omissions and mistakes in spelling are bound
to occur even with our best efforts to prevent them and
we do not hesitate to apologise for them. An Errata is
appended herewith for their rectification as much as
possible. The facsimile of some of the leaves of the
manuscript are also given herewith,

[ offer my heartv thanks to Brahmachari Amar
Chaitanya, Sri D. N. Royv, Barrister-at-Law, Sri Mira.
Mitra, Sm. Basanti Choudhury, M.A., B.T., and Sri
Upendia Kumar Dutta for encouraging and helping me
in editing the valuable manuscript of the book.

SwiMl PRAJNANINANDA
RAMARRISHNA VEDINTA MaTH
19/B, Rija Rajkrishna Street,
Calcutta-6.
Sated e It July, 1956.
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g1 It secms that Sri Narahari Chakravurty quoted
from Asin-I-Akbari by Abul Fazl-I-<Allami  (Vide AK.
translated by colonel H. S. Jarrett). Abul. Fazl gave
various names of the Dhrupada-Prabandha-Gina in connection
with the topics on Sangita. He said : “In the Tilanga and
Carnatic dialects they arc called Dhruva...... Those of
Bengal are called Bangala, and those of Jounpui, Chutkala,
while the songs of Delhi are called Kaul and tirana.
. w... .. The songs of Mathura are called Bihnu-pad
(Vishnu-pada) consisting of four, six and eight lines, sung in
the honour of Vishnu’’(p. 226). By “qraTea-w1eTai’’ the author
of Sangita-Sara-Sangraha meant the Persian i. e. mlechha or
yavanika language as distinct from Sanskrit (Hindu).
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